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‘Militante Zelle’ Communique 

Arson Attack On The 'Bundesgrenzschutzinspektion 7 (BGS) Grunewald/Cordestrasse In Berlin 


Our attack on a BGS [Germany’s federal bor¬ 
der police - ATS] structure has as its aim to ex¬ 
pose this racist institution and to name it as such. 
We hope that we caused as much damage as 
possible, and thereby showed people that such 
projects of the ruling powers can be resisted. 
This should motivate others to cany out actions 
as well. Despite being in a time of relative inac¬ 
tivity, militant interventions are an indispensa¬ 
ble means of expanding the left-radical experi¬ 
ence of resistance and acting with determina¬ 
tion against the ruling centers of power. We will 
not let ourselves be influenced by the present 
state terrorist campaign against alleged mem¬ 
bers of the Revolutionary Cells (RZ) and Rote 
Zora. Militant anti-racist politics is and will al¬ 
ways be emancipatory. Any form of 
criminalization or discrediting of anti-racist work 
by the ruling powers should only increase our 
determination to continue. We will not be intimi¬ 
dated: On December 19, 1999, a nationwide 
early morning action by federal police, the BGS, 
the GSG9, and local authorities resulted in ar¬ 
rests and raids on leftist structures due to sup¬ 
posed connections to the militant groups Revo¬ 
lutionary Cells and Rote Zora. Judging from the 
massive media coverage given to these raids, 
the arrest of three people on charges of “mem¬ 
bership in a terrorist association” was an attempt 
to legitimize these raids on leftist establish¬ 
ments. 

This aim of this state security action is 
clear: Firstly, to completely erase a left-radical 
project which has long been inactive, namely 
the Revolutionary Cells and the Rote Zora, and 
to make it of no use to those of us who remain 
in the social-revolutionary and anti-imperialist 
process of struggle. 

Secondly, to nip in the bud any form of 
continuing militant resistance against the state’s 
racist policies of selection and deportation, a 
process largely initiated by the RZs in the mid- 
1980s. 

Thirdly, the state, by means of its action, 
is sending a signal that state repression against 
militant or armed actions will remain uninter¬ 
rupted, even after many years have passed, in 
order to intimidate and demoralize all forms of 
leftist resistance. 

The ^piciple of the RZs, namely to form 
many, independent resistance cells and autono¬ 
mous group*, is still applicable today: “We real¬ 
ize that the concept of forming individual cells 
is a long-term and difficult effort. But it’s worth 
it, because it builds upon the self-initiative and 
self-responsibility of the militants, and it prevents 
functionalization and divisions of labor. The re¬ 
sistance does not begin with planting bombs. It 
involves a thousand levels of action.” 
(‘Revolutionaerer Zom’ #5) This form of militant 
organization is still relevant today, because it 
prevents any form of hierarchy arising in the 
militant struggle and thereby displays Its own 
emancipatory potential. It cannot be denied that 
the RZs and the Rote Zora took militant anti¬ 
racism as an emancipatory project among the 


left and gave it public exposure. “If s about break¬ 
ing through the day-to-day acceptance of racist 
and sexist notions, making ourselves more sen¬ 
sible, and being able to intervene at all political 
levels.” 

*This is a theoretical and practical process which 
cannot be laid out individually, flat and smooth , 
but rather which must be gradually worked out 
by people from the anthimperialist resistance, 
with refugees, and with immigrants. In this way 
international solidarity can become real.” (ex¬ 
tract from the communique on the attack on the 
‘Auslaenderamf in Boblingen, August 1991) 

The RZs and Rote Zora have shown that a 
nationwide, clandestine network can be continu¬ 
ously able to independently intervene in an 
armed and militant manner in actual political 
confrontations, or to even push certain ques¬ 
tions to the foreground within the (radical) left 
itself. For example, the debates about racism, 
gene technology, human genetics, and so on, 
in the early 1990s, both inside and outside the 
RZ, and the formation of the Rote Zora. These 
left a great legacy for the radical left in Germany, 
which every militant or armed initiative today can 
draw on in both conceptional and practical ways. 
Also, the Rote Zora, a feminist militant group 
which arose from the RZ, showed that women/ 
lesbians can self-organize an independent revo¬ 
lutionary struggle, a critical distance from patri¬ 
archal structures within the scene, and inject 
their own positions into single-issue movements 
(for example, their bomb attack on the Luerssen 
shipyard in support of the women in the Kurdish 
liberation struggle). The state terrorist campaign 
against alleged members of the RZ and their 
arrest, as well as the raid on the Mehringhof 
complex in Berlin, a place which is home to vari¬ 
ous political initiatives, was an attempt to intimi¬ 
date the radical left and to criminalize militant 
anti-racism. Leftist and left-radical politics are 
to be silenced. The banning of the Luxemburg- 
Liebknecht Demonstration on January 9, 2000 
should also be seen in this way. Another dis¬ 
gusting example is the state’s shoot-to-kill policy 
which is still in effect against the RAF. 

In the RZ’s “Free Floods” campaign, in 
addition to material attacks on institutions which 
represent the racist social-technical apparatus, 
a form of action was chosen which hits this ap¬ 
paratus where it hurts the most. This form of 
action was to expose the people who try to re¬ 
main anonymous behind the facade of this ap¬ 
paratus, to give these individuals names and 
faces, and to hold them responsible for their 
policies by means of direct, physical attacks. 
For example, the actions against bureaucracy 
chief Hollenberger in October 1986 and Berlin’s 
chief administrative judge Korbmacher in Sep¬ 
tember 1987 were not intended as acts of politi¬ 
cal liquidation. The intent of these actions was 
rather to guarantee that these racist bureaucrats 
survived. Because the RZ were neither milita¬ 
rist nor “unscrupulous”, but they felt it was po¬ 


litically useful to injure and thereby publicly ex¬ 
pose these faceless technocrats, in order to 
make their functions more clearly known to the 
public. 

Do Something? Do Something! 

Today more than ever, the BGS is an ap¬ 
propriate target for militant anti-racist politics. It 
is a symbol of aggressive racism in an institu¬ 
tionalized form. The apparatus of the BGS has 
developed in the 1990s into a logistical and or¬ 
ganizationally efficient instrument of repression. 
Nowadays, all of Germany is considered bor¬ 
der territory by the BGS and is thus to be con¬ 
trolled. Cooperation among state agencies, as 
well as the increasing use of computers, have 
made the BGS a center of racist exclusion and 
repressive praxis. “The BGS functions as an 
instrument of the virtual abolition of the right to 
asylum and, because of its responsibility for 
border control and deportations, is to be held 
politically responsible.” (Militant Group ‘Aamir 
Mohamed Ahmed Ageeb’ - June 9, 1999) Back 
in October 1993, the RZ bombed an electric 
power station which supplied power to the BGS 
barracks in Frankfurt/Oder, and in their commu¬ 
nique on the action they explained the function 
of the BGS within the Schengen Agreement’s 
system. The RZ were well ahead of their time in 
highlighting this overlooked institution as a po¬ 
tential target for militant anti-racist politics. 

The political atmosphere in this country is cre¬ 
ating a broad acceptance of the racist practices 
of the BGS, for example by drawing in such 
themes as protecting the environment at the 
local, national, regional, or even global level into 
a broader concept of security. The present sci¬ 
entific discourse claims that rising global popu¬ 
lation is mainly to blame for the destruction of 
the environment, and that this in turn is creating 
a “pressure to migrate”. But migration across 
borders is turned into a security problem be¬ 
cause it exposes social problems aM*{|^is eth¬ 
nic tensions and insufficient social integration, 
in such scenarios, all social crisis phenomena 
are transformed into security questions to be 
answered with the appropriate military and para¬ 
military institutions. Instead of strategies of so¬ 
cial pacification or integration ttpanding secu¬ 
rity political measures aft4Mp| pushed more 
strongly into the foregroiqHf 

At another level, refines are subjected 
to any number of types of poor treatment. For 
example, war refugees in Berlin have been 
treated in a particularly inhuman manner by 
social institutions, with the aid of the German 
Red Cross. They are forced to eat strange food 
and many no longer receive any financial as¬ 
sistance whatsoever. Despite hungerstrikes and 
other political initiatives by the refugees, the 
authorities have not changed their ways. 

We are in solidarity with the struggles by refu¬ 
gees! And we hope that we can develop together 
into a political force, despite the many mistakes 
and contradictions in our politics. Our praxis of 
militant anti-racism is our own position and ^ 
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our contribution. 

Freedom For Axel, Harald, And Sabine! 
Against Racist Policies Of Selection And De¬ 
portation! 

The 8 Prisoners From The RAF Must Be Re¬ 
leased - Unconditionally! 

For Free Floods! 

Militant Cell 

Berlin - January 16, 2000 
(Translated by Arm The Spirit) 


The Revolutionary Cells (RZ): 

A Chronology Of Repression 

August 1978 - Following involuntary statements 
by blinded RZ member Felling, a German fed¬ 
eral court issued arrest warrants for Sabine 
Eckle, Rudolf Schindler, Sonja Suder, and Chris¬ 
tian Gauger, who are alleged by police to be the 
Frankfurt cell of the RZ. The four go under¬ 
ground. Tarek [see below] later tells police that 
Schindler and Eckle lived in Berlin-Kreuzberg 
from around 1985 to around 1990. 

October 26, 1986 - The chief of the Foreigners' 
Division of the bureaucracy [the 
'Auslaenderbehoerde'] in Berlin, Harald 
Hollenberg, is shot in the legs outside his home 
in Zehlendorf. The police suspect a man and a 
women carried out the attack, with other men 
acting as lookouts. The escape vehicle, a 
Volkswagen Passat, is later discovered in 
flames. Hollenberg not only pursued a hardline 
as head of the 'Auslaenderbehoerde', he also 
was guilty of accepting bribes and was even¬ 
tually forced to resign from his post. 

February 1, 1987 - Bomb attack by the RZ on 
the 'Zentrale Sozialhilfstelle fuer Asylbewerber' 
in Berlin. The attack caused only minor dam¬ 
age, but a later firebombing by the Revolution¬ 
ary Viruses/Youth Organization of the RZ 
burned the building to the ground. 

September 1, 1987 - The RZ attack Gunter 
Korbmacher, Chief Justice of the Federal Ad¬ 
ministrative Court. The 61-year-old was shot 
twice in the thigh as he left his house. The 
police suspect two people carried out the at¬ 
tack and then fled on a motorcycle. The motor¬ 
cycle, with a fake number tag, was later found 
nearby. Korbmacher’s rulings as judge included 
one which stated that the oppression of Tamils 
was not systematic and that therefore each 
asylum case had to be judged individually. He 
also spoke out in favor of tightening Germany’s 
asylum laws; he was well ahead of the times in 
doing so. 

December 18, 1987 - Nationwide police raids 
against the RZ and Rote Zora result in 33 ar¬ 
rests, including the arrest of Ulla Penselin and 
Ingrid Strobl. Four people, including Ulli Dillmann, 
Thomas Kram, and Corinna Kawaters, avoid 
the raids and go underground. 

April 1988 - The police confiscate a car in 
Dahlem which had been stolen in August 1987. 
It contains 3kg of explosives, a gas cannister, 
an alarm clock, two motorcycle helmets, two 
jogging pants, two wind jackets, and several 


bags. The car is said to have been an RZ es¬ 
cape vehicle. The explosive did not ignite. 
October 1988 - The Federal Prosecutor's Of¬ 
fice drops its investigation of Schindler and 
Eckle. 

June 1989 - Ingrid Strobl is sentenced to 5 years 
in prison for "supporting a terrorist associa¬ 
tion". Later the sentence is reduced to 3 years. 
January 1991 - Rudolf Schindler and Sabine 
Eckle reappear on the wanted posters. 
January 1991 - Failed attack on the Social Min¬ 
istry in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia and 
the State Chancellor's Office in Dusseldorf. 
Soon thereafter, the cell responsible for these 
actions announces its dissolution, and the end 
of the RZ begins. 

February 1991 - Bomb attack on the 
'Siegessaeule' war monument in Berlin in pro¬ 
test against the Gulf War. 

June 1991 - Firebombs ignited inside the 
'Reichstag' in Berlin as an RZ protest against 
the planned move of Germany’s capital back to 
Berlin. 

July 1991 - The Revolutionary Cells firebomb 
two Kaiser's supermarkets, since the chain has 
plans to construct a new supermarket on the 
site of the former Ravensbruck concentration 
camp. 

November 1992 - Several homes and 
workplaces are searched by police in Berlin. 
Police suspect one Berlin resident is a member 
of the RZ and participated in the Korbmacher 
attack. The investigations are later closed, 
late March 1995 - The Federal Attorney's Of¬ 
fice (BAW) claim that two youths stole two 
dozens packets of the explosive Gelamon 40 
as well as 4.15m of fuse wire from a cellar in 
Prenzlauer Berg. 

early April 1995 - Police confiscate the above 
mentioned explosives from the youths, who 
claim to have found the materials in a park. The 
significance of the discovery does not dawn 
on the police at first. It isn’t until the spring of 
1999 that the cops claim the explosives are 
part of a cache of explosives stolen by "uni¬ 
dentified RZ members" from a construction site 
in North Rhine-Westphalia on June 4, 1987. 
These explosives are said to have been use in 
at least three RZ attacks or attempted attacks. 
Another round of interrogations with the youths 
takes the police to the cellar. 

October 25, 1995 - Corinna Kawaters turns 
herself in to federal authorities, after having 
made contact with Mr. Benz of the intelligence 
agency (VS). 

mid-1990s - Ulli Dillmann resurfaces after the 
investigations against him are closed. 

March 1998 - The trial against Corinna Kawaters 
begins. She is accused of having been a mem¬ 
ber of the RZ/Rote Zora for at least 11 months 
in 1987. During a search of her home, an alarm 
clock was confiscated. 

June 1998 - A court in Stuttgart rules on Corinna 
Kawaters' case. 

1998 - Hans Jochaim Klein is arrested in France. 
May 19,1999 - Tarek Mousli, said to have rented 
the cellar mentioned above, is arrested and 
charged with supporting a terrorist associa¬ 
tion. He is detained in prison. A former partner 
of his during the 1990s is also implicated in 
renting the cellar. Tarek expresses no interest 
in Dofitical suDoort He treats the matter as a 


personal matter. Neither he nor his lawyer have 
offered any information about what the police 
were interested in. A short notice in a Berlin 
daily newspaper about his arrest is the only 
source of information for the political move¬ 
ment. 

July 7, 1999 - Tarek Mousli is released on bail. 
He makes a brief statement about the charges. 
November 13, 1999 - Rudolf Schindler is ar¬ 
rested in Frankfurt on charges of "accomplice 
to murder" as a result of statements made by 
Hans Jochaim Klein. 

November 17, 1999 - Federal authorities file 
charges against Rudolf Schindler after Klein 
says he was involved in the OPEC action and 
provided logistical support. 

November 23, 1999 - Tarek Mousli is arrested 
again, this time for being the "leader of the RZ in 
Berlin" and is taken to Ossendorf Prison in Co¬ 
logne. He is concretely charged with the Octo¬ 
ber 28,1986 shooting of Harald Hollenberg. He 
is also said to have fired the two shots at Gunter 
Korbmacher on September 27, 1987. It's sur¬ 
prising that the BAW did not simply charge him 
with participating in the attack but rather with 
actually firing the shots. He is also said to have 
participated in the February 6, 1987 RZ bomb 
attack in Berlin. He is also said to have had 
"immediate access to the weapons depot of 
the RZ in Berlin". He is also said to have "par¬ 
ticipated in the strategy discussions within the 
RZ in the early 1990s". The BAW have not said 
where their evidence for these charges comes 
from. Tarek's lawyer makes no statement on 
the matter. Rumor has it that statements were 
made by a former partner of Tarek (1995), who, 
after a long stay abroad, told everything she 
knew to police. Tarek is said to have spoken 
openly of his past with her. At exactly the same 
time on this day, eight sites are raided by police, 
five in Berlin, two in Brandenburg, and one in 
Saxony-Anhalt. Four of the sites were regu¬ 
larly used by Tarek, four were the homes of 
contact persons. These include the homes of 
Axel H. and Martin B., who had "intensive per¬ 
sonal and written contact with the accused" 
according to authorities. Also, the home of a 
woman and the woman's partner are also 
searched by police. Tarek’s home is also 
searched, as are his two martial arts studios in 
Prenzlauer Berg and Marzahn in Berlin. 
December 6, 1999 - An article appears in a 
Berlin newspaper which claims the police are 
investigating Stasi lawyer Jurgen Wetzenstein- 
Ollenschlager. He is said to have been involved 
in concealing millions of German marks belong¬ 
ing to the Stasi and went underground in 1992. 
He is said to be living somewhere in East Berlin. 
From the article it becomes clear that the woman 
whose home was searched because of Tarek's 
statements was Ollenschlager's ex-mother-in- 
law. According to the article, the police searched 
the home of a "Ms. K" to find a kind of "life 
insurance" policy belonging to Tarek Mousli, 
which lists him as a participant in RZ actions. 
Whether such a text was actually found is not 
clear. 

December 14, 1999 - Tarek’s lawyer resigns. 
By this point it should have been obvious that 
Tarek was handling everything, since his law¬ 
yer, a friend of his for many years, could no 
lonaer ao alonn with what was haoDenina. 4 
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But this information was not made known to 
people in the movement effectively enough. 
From this day on, at the latest, Tarek began 
making statements to police. The arrest war¬ 
rants for Axel, Harald, Sabine, and Rudolf were 
signed on this date, as was the search order 
for the raid on the Mehringhof complex. It can 
be assumed that Tarek has entered the state 
witness protection program 

('Kronzeugengesetz'), and that in future he will 
be given a new identity with the help of state 
authorities. 

December 19, 1999 - The Mehringhof and the 
private homes of Axel, Sabine, and Harald are 
raided by police. Rudolf, already in prison be¬ 
cause of Klein's statements to the cops, is 
handed a second arrest order. Despite the ef¬ 
forts of more than 1,000 cops, no RZ weapons 
depot is uncovered inside the Mehringhof. The 
raids and arrests were the direct result of state¬ 
ments given by Tarek Mousli. Rumor has it that 
Tarek gave police the names of 50 people as¬ 
sociated with the RZ. 

December 27,1999 - An article in 'Focus' maga¬ 
zine mentions a list with the names of 50 sus¬ 
pected RZ members. It's unclear whether this 
list really exists, or if it has any judicial rel¬ 
evance, since the statute of limitations on most 
actions has expired. The fact that the BAW are 
having problems with the statute of limitations 
is made clear by the fact that the 1980 acciden¬ 
tal fatal shooting of Hessian Economics Minis¬ 
ter Karry is no longer referred to as "assault 
resulting in death" but instead is called a "mur¬ 
der". There is no statute of limitations on mur¬ 
der charges. 

January 4, 2000 - Tarek is said to have made 
further statements to police and is willing to 
speak with investigators to clear up inconsist¬ 
encies in his earlier statements. 

(Translated by Arm The Spirit from 'Interim'#492 
- January 27, 2000) 


A Short Biography Of Tarek Mousli 

The following is a subjective assessment by 
some people who have known Tarek pretty 
well for quite some time. The points mentioned 
do not give a complete picture of Tarek, but it 
should make the recent events more clear to 
people who don't know him. 

Tarek Mousli was bom on March 19, 1959 in 
Beirut, Lebanon. His mother is German, and his 
father is a citizen of Saudi Arabia. After a few 
years in Beirut, Tarek grew up in Germany. His 
youth was spent studying near the North Sea. 
He went to Kiel in the 1970s to attend univer¬ 
sity, and there he joined the squatters’ move¬ 
ment and the anti-nuclear scene. 

After a time in Hamburg, Tarek came to Berlin in 
the 1980s and was engaged in the autonomist 
scene in many ways. His main interest was 
martial arts. He seemed especially interested in 
attaining formal recognition, such as "black 
belts". Sometimes he lived alone, sometimes he 
lived in collectives in formerly squatted houses. 
Because he always had problems with his visa 
status when he travelled abroad, Tarek applied 
for German citizenship in the 1980s. He didn't 
have problems on the German side, rather it 
was the Saudi Arabians who made it difficult 
for him to give up his citizenship there. They 
finally relented after two years. 

Tarek had some long-term relationships, and 
several affairs. He was known even in those 
days as someone who liked to tell stories to 
women about his adventures. It would be tempt¬ 
ing to dismiss this fact as typical crap, but it 
was this tendency of his that tripped him up in 
1995 and 1999. 

In the mid 1980s, he worked in an alternative 
photo collective, and eventually set up his own 
independent business. But this went bankrupt 
in the late 1980s, since he could not keep up 
with the swift technological changes in that 
market. 

In the early 1990s, Tarek gradually disassoci¬ 
ated himself culturally with the "Kreuzberg 
scene". This was partly illustrated by his lavish 
wedding to his then-girlfriend. But they got di¬ 
vorced a year and a half later. Also at this time, 
he organized 24-hour-care for a paraplegic 
friend of his who was paralyzed in an acci¬ 
dent, sparing him from professional care and 
admission to a care home. But the two later 
had a falling out over money. 

In the 1990s, Tarek showed more interest in 
East Berlin and eventually moved there. He 
opened a martial arts studio in Prenzlauer Berg, 
and later another studio in Marzahn, where 
even cops took part in training sessions. 
(Translated by Arm The Spirit) 


A 
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A Short Introduction To The History Of The Revo¬ 
lutionary Cells (R2) And Rote Zora 

“What we want is to organize counter-power 
in small, organized cells, which work, struggle, 
intervene, and defend autonomously in various 
social areas, and which are part of the mass 
political work. Once we have enough cells, then 
we will have created the impetus for the urban 
guerrilla as a mass perspective.” 

This idea of armed struggle was formu¬ 
lated by the ‘Revolutionare Zellen’, or Revolu¬ 
tionary Cells (RZ), in 1975 in the first issue of 
their magazine ‘ Revolutions rer Zorn’ (“Revolu¬ 
tionary Rage”). This concept saw armed strug¬ 
gle as part of a social-revolutionary movement, 
struggling together with “legal” actions like squat¬ 
ting, revolutionary factory work, teach-ins, and 
so on, against state repression. By means of 
clandestinely operating, autonomous, and 
decentrally organized groups, it would be pos¬ 
sible to strengthen mass initiatives and take a 
first step towards the long-term assault on 
power. An integral part of the discussions at 
that time was the so-called militant variations of 
thought by building a model of a functioning 
social-revolutionary counter-society which 
could undermine capitalist society in the long¬ 
term and eventually overcome it by means of 
attacks and a massive decay of loyalty to the 
system. 

“Create and multiply the fighting collectives 
as the core cells of a new society!” was one of 
the slogans of the RZ in 1978. This concept 
was also conceived as a practical critique of 
and alternative to the continuing attacks by the 
Red Army Fraction (RAF) on “the heart of the 
state” which were also taking place at that time. 

According to Germany’s intelligence 
agency, the Revolutionary Cells and Rote Zora 
were responsible for 186 mostly unsolved at¬ 
tacks from 1973 to 1995 on government of¬ 
fices, corporations, and military installations, 
as well as a few kneecappings of officials re¬ 
sponsible for repressive asylum policies. The 
first armed action attributed to the Revolution¬ 
ary Cells took place in November 1973, an at¬ 
tack on the American corporation ITT in protest 
of the military coup in Chile. Two years later the 
name “Revolutionary Cells” went into common 
use. The first issue of the magazine ‘Revolutions 
.Orer Zorn’ classified three types of RZ ac¬ 
tions: anti-imperialist actions, like actions against 
the American corporation ITT of the Ch.ilean 
consulate; anti-Zionist actions, like the attack 
on the officers of the Israeli airline EI-AI or on 
corporations that import Israeli fruit; and ac¬ 
tions in solidarity with the struggles of work¬ 
ers, youths, and women, like attacks on cars 
belonging to real estate speculators or individu¬ 
als responsible for tearing down youth centers, 
printing counterfeit public transport passes and 
food vouchers for the homeless and distribut¬ 
ing them in “proletarian neighbourhoods”. 

The RZ were always aware of the fact 
that the general population in Germany were 
not engaged in solidarity with international strug¬ 
gles: “But there is a part of our politics which, in 
so far as we have progressed the discussions, 
does not interest many comrades, and which 
manv of them cannot understand or accent. 


and which the people certainly won’t be inter¬ 
ested in at the time being. But we still think it is 
correct. This part of our struggle is internation¬ 
alism, meaning solidarity with comrades in for¬ 
eign guerrilla movements and solidarity with the 
struggling peoples of other countries.” (from 
an interview with an RZ, May 1975) But, fol¬ 
lowing two spectacular actions which RZ mem¬ 
bers participated in, and which unleashed heavy 
debates and discussions, the organization split 
internally into an internationalist faction and a 
domestic faction. This break, a virtual split in 
the organization, did not become clearly known 
until about 15 years later. 

One of these two spectacular actions 
was the attack by a joint Palestinian, Latin Ameri¬ 
can, and German commando on the OPEC Con¬ 
ference in Vienna in December 1975. Eleven 
Arabian oil ministers were held hostage to de¬ 
mand material and ideological support for the 
Palestinian liberation movement. Three secu¬ 
rity guards were killed during the action. It re¬ 
mains unclear to this day just how big a role the 
Syrian government and the Libyan government 
of Khadaffi played in this action, thus blurring 
the distinction between “mercenary work” and 
“an action of international solidarity”. RZ mem¬ 
ber Hans-Joachim Klein participated in this ac¬ 
tion. He later became a witness for the state, 
and the arrests of Rudolf S., in the fall of 1999, 
and Sonja S., who was arrested in France in 
January 2000, were based on his statements 
to police that they also provided logistical sup¬ 
port. Klein quit the RZ in 1977 remained in hid¬ 
ing for over 20 years, due to the support given 
to him by Daniel Cohn-Bendit. Klein was ar¬ 
rested in France in 1998 and soon became a 
turncoat, pointing the finger at others. 

The second controversial action was the 
June 1976 hijacking of an Air France flight from 
Tel Aviv to Paris. The plane was ordered to fly 
to Entebbe, Uganda, where the guerrillas de¬ 
manded freedom for 53 political prisoners, in¬ 
cluding 40 Palestinians in Israeli custody and 6 
political prisoners in Germany. Two RZ mem¬ 
bers, Wilfried Bose and Brigitte Kuhlmann, were 
killed when Israeli special forces stormed the 
plane. It became known afterwards that pas¬ 
sengers were separated into groups accord¬ 
ing to their passports during the hijacking. All 
Israelis were forced to remain on the place 
while most of the other passengers of other 
nationalities were released. It is unclear 
whether the passengers were also divided into 
“Jewish” and “non-Jewish” groups, as the au¬ 
thors of the RZ critique “Gerd Albartus Is Dead” 
have alleged. But the moral dilemmas of this 
action remain nonetheless. 

The internationalist faction of the RZ even¬ 
tually developed into what the mass media have 
called the “Carlos Group”, and this group no 
longer used the name Revolutionary Cells (RZ), 
instead calling themselves “Group of Interna¬ 
tional Revolutionaries”. The domestic RZ fac¬ 
tion, however, made a radical break with its 
international contacts and sought to develop 
its future internationalist and anti-imperialist 
actions solely from the conditions existing 
within West Germany. But it seems some indi¬ 
vidual members did maintain some indirect links 
to the “Carlos Group”. One person in particular 
was Gerd Albartus and this cost him his life in 


1987. According to statements from turncoat 
Magdalena Kopp (‘Focus’ magazine, April 2000) 
he was accused of “treason” by members of 
the internationalist faction during a visit to Leba¬ 
non and was immediately executed by Carlos. 
It is not known what the accusations were 
based on. The authors of the paper “Gerd 
Albartus Is Dead” have no doubts about Gerd’s 
integrity, however. According to the book 
“Carlos’ Accomplice Weinreich”, published in 
1995, his naive associations with the intelli¬ 
gence agency in East Berlin (the Stasi) caused 
a point of conflict between him and the rest of 
the internationalist faction. Transcripts of 
wiretaps from the Hungarian secret police, 
found among Stasi files, are said to show this, 
according to the book’s authors. 

The problems surrounding the “Carlos 
Group” can’t simply be dismissed as being due 
to the conditions at that time. In ‘Radikal’ #104 
(May 1982), a long article discussed the at¬ 
tacks by the “Carlos Group” and their relation¬ 
ship to the Syrian intelligence agency. This text 
stated: “The notion of ‘terrorism’ - by the state 
or others - is incomprehensible to the majority 
of the population due to its invisibility and ele¬ 
ments of confusion. In this way, it only height¬ 
ens the feeling of powerless people have in 
their daily lives in capitalist society, their pow¬ 
erless in the face of economic crisis and the 
fact that they are just pawns in the secret 
games of international politics and state repres¬ 
sion.” 

As for the domestic faction of the RZ, they 
made themselves heard from by means of sev¬ 
eral attacks in the following years. In particular, 
they were able to keep the possibility of armed 
struggle open during the so-called “German 
Autumn” of 1977. In the summer of 1978, a 
bomb undergoing a final test exploded in the lap 
of Hermann Feiling outside the general consu¬ 
late of the military regime in Argentina in the city 
of Heidelberg. Hermann lost both of his eyes 
and had both of his legs amputated as a result 
of this accident. Although he was under the 
influence of heavy painkifling drugs and was in 
no condition to speak, German state and fed¬ 
eral police interrogated him extensively and took 
some 1000 pages of transcripts. Based mostly 
on police fantasies, seven more arrests war¬ 
rants were eventually issued. Five of these 
accused people were able to disappear before 
police could nab them: Rudolf Raabe, Rudolf S. 
and Sabine E. (who resurfaced in 1999 as part 
of the Berlin Trial), and Sonja S. and Christian 
G. (who were arrested in France in January 
2000 ). 

The “Women of the Revolutionary Cells” 
first appeared with a bomb attack on a federal 
court building in Karlsruhe in 1975. Their attack 
was part of the struggle against the abortion 
law Paragraph 218. Starting in 1977, the “Rote 
Zora” appeared as a independently operating 
feminist group closely oriented to the RZ. Some 
fundamental discussion papers were later 
signed jointly by the RZ and Rote Zora. 

In January 1981, issue #6 of 
‘Revolutionaerer Zorn’ was published, at just 
the right time according to many activists in the 
squatters’ movement, during the highpoint of 
the youth revolts of 1980/81. In Berlin and many 
other cities at that time, there were count- a 
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less numbers of squatted buildings. The main 
part of the magazine was a text, written in a 
radical self-critical tone, concerning the past 
eight years of experiences with armed strug¬ 
gle. The concept and the problems of the RZ 
were correctly and sharply criticized by the 
members themselves. The level of self-reflec¬ 
tion and admissions of problems and contra¬ 
dictions was unprecedented among armed 
fighting groups at that time. The text went on to 
say: “Attacks on central state institutions are 
politically impossible at the present time: We 
cannot pose the question of power! We are not 
waging a war! Rather, we are at the beginning 
of a long and difficult struggle to win the hearts 
and minds of the people - we are not at the first 
stage of a military victory! We characterize our 
strategy as a defensive one - but at the same 
time, our struggle can be offensive as well.” 
The positions of individuals who had left the 
group were explained and counter-posed with 
the authors' own reasons for deciding to con¬ 
tinue the struggle. 

The concept of the Revolutionary Cells, 
clandestine actions on a massive scale, be¬ 
came a reality during the revolts of 1980/81 
(“You have the power, but the night belongs to 
us!”), albeit not in the one-to-one relationship 
envisioned by the RZ. The RZ often critiqued 
the lack of an organizational continuity to the 
movement. There was always a degree of cul¬ 
tural and emotional difference, or deference. 
This lay in the fact that the RZ had its roots in 
the years after 1968. They often formulated 
ideas associated with the “Frankfurt school” 
(Marcuse), marked by pedagogical thinking and 
a conduct based on knowing what is right for 
people. Punk, on the other hand, had more in 
common with the philosophy of “educated ex¬ 
istentialism” (Sartre). In the text “The End Of 
Our Politics”, one RZ wrote: “The concept “Cre¬ 
ate many Revolutionary Cells!” was only 
achieved in so far as there was some parallel¬ 
ism in the methods of struggle. We were not 
able to get a foothold in the various movements, 
or to win over militants from their associations 
to a revolutionary perspective and form of or¬ 
ganization.” 

In addition to the squatters’ movement and 
the anti-nuclear movement, the struggle against 
the Startbahn-West airport expansion in Frank¬ 
furt was a central point around which resist¬ 
ance was organized. Like never before, some 
groups of RZs were able - despite all the prob¬ 
lems outlined above - to become an integral 
part of this movement. And this, despite the 
fact that their participation in the anti-Startbahn 
movement was marked from the beginning by a 
major failure: In May 1981, during the attempted 
kneecapping of the Hessian state's Economics 
Minister Heinz-Herbert Karry, the man respon¬ 
sible for the planned expansion of Startbahn- 
West, the shooting ended up killing Karry, who 
bled to death. In the months that followed, the 
RZ called for attacks on firms connected to the 
construction of the runway as the best strat¬ 
egy to follow, and they backed up this call with 
actions of their own. After the anti-Startbahn 
movement faded, the RZ released an exten¬ 
sive text which unleased a wave of criticism 
from the autonomist movement. After most so¬ 
cial movements had run their course after 1980/ 


81, many activists began asking the question, 
“How do we go on from here?” How can con¬ 
tinuity be maintained without simply waiting for 
the next movement to arise? 

The autonomist movement was always 
consciously diffuse on the militant terrain, in 
contrast to the attempts at hegemony by the 
RZ, during both the squatter struggles in Berlin 
and the anti-Startbahn actions in the Frankfurt 
region. An autonomist text published in ‘Radikal’ 
#114 (March 1983) stated: “In their relations to 
the mass movement, the RZ always claim to 
want to link up with the mass movement, and 
that by means of their actions there would be 
an advance of militancy and offensive, thus 
firebombs and explosives become the tools of 
pedagogy. We cannot accept such an educa¬ 
tion-minded relationship.” The authors were 
clear about their critical solidarity with the RZ. 
They were particularly irritated by the fact that 
the RZs themselves had not stuck to the crite¬ 
ria they themselves spelled out in ‘Zorn’ #6. 
The article ended with the controversial call: 
“Cells - join the movement!” What they meant 
was that militant continuity and experience are 
gained as people in real movements, not as an 
organization. “Actions are only spices in the 
soup, not the soup itself.” This debate was 
continued in ‘Radikal’ #121 (October 1983): “In¬ 
sofar as an organized militant group has de¬ 
cided to wage continuous resistance, that also 
changes their strategy; movements, on the 
other hand, have their own dynamic and are 
uncontrollable.” [...] 

One RZ responded to such criticisms in 
‘Radikal’ #123 (December 1983): “Militancy and 
actions are seen as good, so long as they don’t 
come from political associations or illustrate any 
continuity. ‘Go out, fuck shit up, and get away’ 
seems to be the autonomist motto. Anything 
beyond that is dismissed as potential cadre 
formation and the seeds of a new state. Poli¬ 
tics is dirty business, they say, so we’ll never 
do politics. All that matters is new subjectivity. 
How can I get the best feeling? An expression 
of this is the search for new niches (new cul¬ 
ture), waiting around for the next movement to 
start without even analyzing the movement that 
just finished.” 

In the early 1980s in West Germany, an¬ 
other important social issue was the question 
of nuclear arms. The opposition was split into 
the peace movement, on the one hand, and the 
autonomist movement with its anti-militarist out¬ 
look on the other. Then there was the anti-im¬ 
perialist movement, which was oriented solely 
against the USA and NATO. During official vis¬ 
its by representatives of the American govern¬ 
ment to West Germany, there were always 
massive, often militant, demonstrations. The visit 
by Ronald Reagan to West Berlin on November 
6, 1982 was accompanied by RZ attacks on 
U.S. military installations. The RZ also always 
tried to make the point that the arms race was 
not an evil coming just from the outside, and to 
thereby also open up the German arms indus¬ 
try to attack. The most significant attack in line 
with this policy was the bomb attack on the 
computer corporation MAN which caused more 
than 20 million DM in damage. The RZ also made 
two intellectual interventions in this issue. On 
the one hand was the text “Peace. War And 


Crisis”, then there was the communique 
“Beethoven And MacDonald’s”, in which they 
drew a clear distinction between neo-nazi at¬ 
tacks on the homes of American servicemen 
and anti-imperialist and anti-American attacks 
aimed against the politics of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. 

In the years 1979,1980, and 1982, a group 
called ‘RZ in the IG Metall’ [German metal indus¬ 
try’s trade union] claimed responsibility for sev¬ 
eral actions, for example an attack on a federal 
labour court in the city of Kassel. In March 1984, 
the RZ released a text related to the public dis¬ 
cussion around the 35-hour work week called 
“A Wolf In Sheep’s Clothing: The 35-Hour Work 
Week, The Social Partnership, The Left, And 
Class Antagonism”. This text accurately pre¬ 
dicted the development of a fully flexible work¬ 
ing class. In also examined how “autonomists 
could develop social-revolutionary positions”. 
The RZ also acted in solidarity with the coal 
miners’ strike in Britain by means of attacks in 

1985. 

During these years, the RZ and the Rote 
Zora also discussed new forms of control tech¬ 
nology. For example, the social aspects of gene 
technology and reproduction technology. Their 
general rejection of computer technology as a 
new means of social domination and control 
may seem Luddite to people today, but even at 
that time it was not without some controversy. 
In a September 1985 communique from an at¬ 
tack on two software companies, the RZ stated: 
“The logic of the computer is the logic of capi¬ 
talism: it serves exploitation and oppression, 
splintering and selection, registration and re¬ 
pression. The useless debates about alterna¬ 
tive uses for computers represents powerless¬ 
ness, not fantasy, in the face of this monstrous 
technological violence.” But we shouldn’t for¬ 
get that in those days a computer cost 50,000 
DM, and home computers for private use didn’t 
really become a reality before 1990. 

Just how widely the RZ concept was be¬ 
ing taken up was illustrated in the months fol¬ 
lowing the Chernobyl nuclear disaster in April 

1986. Nightly attacks on electricity pylons all 
across Germany toppled more than 150 utility 
towers. But that doesn’t mean that everyone 
agreed with all of the content of the RZ’s posi¬ 
tions. What was for some a political strategy 
was for others simply a subjective form of ac¬ 
tion. 

In the mid 1980s, another field of political 
conflict crystallized in West Germany, namely 
the issue of immigration. Although German his¬ 
tory has always been marked by immigration, 
the ruling powers and a large segment of the 
population don’t wish to accept that fact. In¬ 
stead they choose to differentiate themselves 
from “the strangers” and an “ethnicization of 
social conflicts” results. In the years after World 
War II, 12 million German-speaking refugees 
(still about 20% of the population) from lost east¬ 
ern territories were integrated without major 
ideological problems. When this influx subsided, 
Germany began to experience a lack of labour 
resources in the 1950s. Then began the immi¬ 
gration of mainly young, male workers, first 
from Italy, Portugal, and Spain, and later in the 
1960s from Yugoslavia and Turkey. The end of 
the Fordist economic boom in 1973 resulted a 
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in an stop to labour importation, and guest work¬ 
ers were told to return to their home countries. 
But they didn’t. Instead, they began to have 
their families join them in Germany, and in a few 
years they achieved the same level of employ¬ 
ment as the Germans. By the end of the 1970s, 
West German society began to realize that there 
were now some 4 million so-called “foreign¬ 
ers” who were living in the country and who 
wanted to stay in the country until their retire¬ 
ment. 

Since the early 1980s, more and more 
people from the Three Continents were able to 
make their way into West Germany, especially 
via the one-way open border between East 
and West Berlin. They didn’t come to German 
primarily to earn money, rather they were flee¬ 
ing from civil wars and economic misery. Most 
of these people came from the Near East, Tur¬ 
key, and Sri Lanka/Ceylon. This development 
led to domestic political conflicts stirred up by 
the CDU [Christian Democratic Party]. The court 
‘Berliner Verwaltungsgericht’ ruled that “torture 
is not a grounds for asylum”, and the numbers 
of accepted asylum-seekers began to de¬ 
crease, On tiie other hand, 1985 also saw the 
failed first attempt to introduce food coupons 
for asylum-seekers, due to widespread resist¬ 
ance from civil society. Refugees faced with 
deportation were supported by actions like 
‘Fluchtburg’, initiated by the AL [later the Green 
Party] in West Berlin, In 1983, the Turkish asy¬ 
lum-seeker Cemal Altun jumped to his death 
from the fourth floor of a federal courthouse in 
Berlin to avoid deportation. That evening, more 
than 10,000 took part in a spontaneous protest 
demonstration. Also in those years, the social 
aspect of people from other countries changed 
from exploitable “workers” to the more ethnic 
concept of members of a “different culture". 

That explains the background to the refu¬ 
gee campaign by the RZ. The publication of 
‘Zom-Extra’, issue #9 of the RZ’s magazine, in 
October 1986 represented the opening of the 
RZ’s refugee campaign. This was against the 
background of increasing numbers of people 
coming into the metropoles from the poorer re¬ 
gions of the world and the rigorous measures 
being taken by the ruling powers to stop this 
development, The RZ stated: “We want to con¬ 
tribute to the winning back of a concrete form 
of anti-imperialism in West Germany - this is our 
orientation to the refugee question,” By coming 
to the metropoles, tiie people from the Three 
Continents are justly demanding a right to life 
and compensation. The RZ called for open bor¬ 
ders and free cities for refugees, but this could 
only be achieved If “we create an open space 
for refugees which cannot be controlled or regi¬ 
mented by the state”. The RZ’s proposal was 
directed at the autonomist and social-revolu¬ 
tionary left, “to make the refugee question the 
touchstone for political praxis at various lev¬ 
els”, Various RZ actions made up this cam¬ 
paign, including the kneecappings of 
Hollenberg, the head of the Foreigner Division 
in the West Berlin police, and Korbmacher, a 
federal judge responsible for rulings restricting 
asylum claims, and the attack on the ‘Zentrale 
Sozialhilfestelle fur Asylbewerber’ administra¬ 
tive officers. 

Later, this carrmaian was sharolv criticized 


within the ranks of the RZ. In contrast to the 
point put forward by the RZ in issue #6 of 
‘Revolutionarer Zorn’, namely that movements 
cannot be brought into existence by means of 
armed actions, this is exactly what the RZ were 
trying to do with their campaign. Others criti¬ 
cized the use of refugees as “the revolution¬ 
ary subjecf in the metropoles as “false”. In the 
text “The End Of Our Politics”, one RZ group 
wrote of the refugee campaign: “We fantasized 
about the will of the refugees, about them seek¬ 
ing their slice of frie wealth and a secure exist¬ 
ence in the metropoles as being a direct anti- 
imperialist struggle linked to their experiences 
of resistance in the Three Continents, and 
thereby using frits as a possible terrain for our 
own politics. When the struggles we hope to 
identify with failed to materialize (we also over¬ 
looked many of the “reformisf demands of the 
asylum-seekers), we compensated with an 
analysis of the state’s refugee policies and at¬ 
tacked its responsible agents. We acted in the 
name of the refugees without considering their 
subjectivity or their expectations, indeed with¬ 
out even knowing them,” 

The autonomist scene was dismayed 
when the RZ dropped the campaign in the early 
1990s, just at a time when, according to the 
autonomist scene, such a campaign was needed 
more than ever before since hundreds of friou- 
sands of people were coming into the 
mefropoles from east via frie temporarily open 
borders. Then the situation escalated even more 
in 1991: in the summer, there were massive 
pogroms by citizens in the East German city of 
Hoyerswerda directed against former contract 
workers from Angola and Mozambique, That 
year also saw a massive pogrom in Rostock- 
Lichtenhagen, fueled by the propaganda cam¬ 
paigns of the CDU, against Roma and Sinti peo¬ 
ples and contract workers from Vietnam. The 
aim of the CDU was to strike the individual right 
to asylum enshrined in the German Constitu¬ 
tion, which they were eventually able to do by 
means of the so-called “asylum compromise”. 
Autonomist resistance could only prevent a 
worst of all possible scenarios, for their posi¬ 
tion “Open Borders For Ail!” was certainly a 
minority opinion in Germany at that time. The 
autonomists were in the de facto position of 
fighting to protect the Constitution and the civil 
rights of refugees. From above, the individual 
rights of refugees were being restricted, in 
particular the ban on working, residence re¬ 
strictions, and the housing of increasing num¬ 
bers of asylum-seekers in hostels instead of 
private homes. At the same time, border police 
on the eastern borders with Poland and 
Czechoslovakia were increasingly and mas¬ 
sively armed. 

These policies by the government drasti¬ 
cally reduced the numbers of refugees who 
were able to make it into Germany to file asy¬ 
lum claims. The RZ’s refugee campaign was 
five years ahead of its time, and it correctly 
predicted that the ruling powers would attempt 
to mutate rising social conflicts into an ethnic 
conflict against refugees. But not even the RZ 
were able to spell out how the struggle of refu¬ 
gees could be linked to the struggles of the 
German underclasses. The RZ admitted this 
themselves in an action eommuniaue in 1989: 


“We never had the illusion that proletarian 
youths, women, the unemployed, or other sec¬ 
tors of the society would quickly develop com¬ 
mon interests with refugees and immigrants, 
because racism and sexism are too strongly 
ingrained in the society. But that it exactly why 
anti-imperialism must intervene to break through 
these knots.” 

During these years, the Rote Zora contin¬ 
ued to make their own politics and did not want 
to be seen as just a feminist wing of the RZ, 
The Rote Zora wrote: “We do not any ‘leftist’ 
division of labor: women work on women’s is¬ 
sues, and men deal with the general political 
themes,” Rote Zora attacks were often directed 
against women traders and sex shops. But 
they also the corporation Siemens Electronics, 
the computer firm Nixdorf, and a data center as 
a form of resistance against arms production, 
state surveillance measures, and economic 
restructuring. After 1985, they took up the re¬ 
sistance of women against gene and repro¬ 
duction technology and concentrated most of 
their attacks on these areas. Most, but not all, 
since their action that gained the most public 
attention was their series of attacks on the 
clothing chain ‘Adler’ in solidarity with a strike 
by female textile workers in South Korea. After 
the store’s management ignored one arson at¬ 
tack, nine Adler stores went up in flames simul¬ 
taneously on the night of August 15, 1987. 
Shortly after another arson action by Amazons 
in Berlin, the company gave in to the demands 
of the Korean strikers. Seldom had an armed 
action in Germany had such a concrete, posi¬ 
tive effect. It was because of this success that 
Germany’s federal police and intelligence agen¬ 
cies launched a nationwide series of raids on 
December 18, 1987, attempting to arrest 33 
people and charging them with membership in 
the RZ/Rote Zora. Many people were able to 
elude police capture during frie raids. Some of 
these people are still living underground today. 
Among those arrested, however, was Ingrid 
Strobl, who police said purchased the alarm 
clock which was used as a timer in one of the 
attacks. She spent two and a half years in 
prison. 

In 1990/91, the RZ began to stumble over 
various theoretical points, and the group de 
facto dissolved itself over the next few years. 
The last militant action claimed under the name 
“Revolutionary Cells (RZ) was an attack on a 
border police electricity substation in Frankfurt/ 
Oder near the border with Poland. The last ac¬ 
tion claimed by the Rote Zora was a 1995 at¬ 
tack on a wharf in Bremen that was producing 
warships for Turkey. The external conditions 
which contributed to the demise of the RZ in¬ 
cluded the reunification of Germany and the 
overwhelming collapse of the left following the 
Cold War. This new situation made attacks seem 
like mere actionism in a vacuum. One “tradi¬ 
tional” RZ group released a communique in 1991 
entitled “This Is Not A Love Song” which sum¬ 
marized the situation as follows: “The attack on 
the nowadays completely politically irrelevant 
memorial to militarism, frie Siegessaeule’ in Ber¬ 
lin, has made it clear that the Revolutionary Cells 
are acting entirely out of time and place. (...) 
Apart from the fact that the action took place at 
an irrelevant time, the comrades have re- k 
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vealed that they have no answers for the ob¬ 
jective questions which they themselves raised, 
namely the relationship between nationalism, 
racism, and sexism, and their own political 
praxis. The communique that accompanied the 
action lacked any political orientation. The com¬ 
rades see clarity where none exists. (...) Mili¬ 
tant actions should aim to sharpen social con¬ 
tradictions, to advance social struggles, and to 
secure or expanded free spaces which have 
been struggled for and won. Militant actions 
should expose the violence of the ruling sys¬ 
tem, identify injustice, sabotage the projects of 
the ruling class, and destroy the system of so¬ 
cial and repressive control. Militant actions 
should act to reverse the increasing feeling of, 
poweriessness among the resistance, to show 
that resistance is possible, and to destroy the 
mythos of the ruling powers. Militant actions 
should hit the ruling powers politically, make 
them feel insecure, and expose them to ridi¬ 
cule.” 

Internally, the murder of Gerd Albartus in 
Lebanon by his former comrades seems to have 
started a dynamic of alienation and resignation 
with the RZ. The text “Gerd Albartus Is Dead”, 
which appeared in December 1991, make this 
discussion an open debate for the first time. In 
January 1992, an RZ group from North Rhein- 
Westphalia announced the end of its activities 
in a text entitled “The End Of Our Politics”. At 
the time, this text was heavily, and justly, criti¬ 
cized. But since ten years have passed, it 
seems that many points formulated in that pa¬ 
per, although often unclear and off the mark, 
seem, in fact, “correct” now. In particular, they 
raised the question of whether attacks where 
the proper response to the ever-changing con¬ 
ditions. “The form and the means of armed strug¬ 
gle, as we ourselves know very well, can too 
easily become an ends in and of itself, a substi¬ 
tute for political strategies.” 

Conclusion 

The Revolutionary Cells, in several of their 
communiques, utilized citations from Brecht 
from his tales of the fictional Mr K. “What are 
you working for?’ Mr K. was asked. Mr K. an¬ 
swered, ‘I am making a great effort, I am pre¬ 
paring for my next mistake.’” As was said be¬ 
fore, no one criticized the RZ more harshly than 
the RZs themselves. The biggest problem 
seems to have been the drastic shift in the 
global coordinates in 1990, when the ruling 
powers completely realigned themselves. Even 
the CDU has been overtaken by these events. 
Representative of this is the fact that Joschka 
Fischer, who used to hurl stones at police to¬ 
gether with RZ members in the early 1970s, 
became Germany’s Foreign Minister and Deputy 
Chancellor in 1999. 

Another problem was the contradiction 
between the RZ’s desired political organization 
and their simultaneous existence as a “military” 
organization. In “The End Of Our Politics”, one 
RZ group wrote: “Our fixation on methods of 
struggle meant we neglected a theoretical po¬ 
litical development, something which would 
have added more content to our individual con¬ 
tributions to various conflicts. Our social-revo- 
lutionarv theoretical understandina was basi¬ 


cally just a mosaic of the sum of our various 
commentaries and analyses, lumped together 
from various fields of struggles, and a tighter 
unification of these was not possible. (...) The 
dialectic of armed resistance and mass strug¬ 
gle remained purely external. Our own, sub¬ 
jective decision for an all-encompassing politi¬ 
cal conduct, for armed attacks, and the ap¬ 
proval of the left for our attacks we attributed - 
falsely - to a revolutionary force which could 
take on the system, the first steps of a revolu¬ 
tionary process. Did we really believe that such 
a reductive program could actually have an in¬ 
fluence on the complexity of social changes in 
all their political, cultural, social, and organiza¬ 
tional extents? Of course we did!” 

One of the main motives for the founding 
of the RZ was to make militant and armed ac¬ 
tions in a country like Germany conceivable as 
a form of action. Looking back today, they were 
able to achieve this. But that doesn’t solve the 
question of what forms of action are more use¬ 
ful and justified in actual situations these days. 

This text was written in September 2000 by: 

Dia-Gruppe 

c/o Buchladen Schwarze Risse 
Gneisenaustrasse 2a 
10961 Berlin 
Germany 

(Source: “Interim” #499; Translated by Arm The 
Spirit) 
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"Interim Meets Radikal" 


Interview With Radikal And Interim 

Four years ago, on June 13, 1995, the German 
federal police, the BAW, launched a series of 
nationwide raids to defeat the organized struc¬ 
tures of the clandestine autonomist publication 
‘Radikal’. The BAW failed, however, and most 
of the criminal cases were eventually dropped. 
Since then, two brochures have been published, 
in which former Radikal members announced 
their retirement from the project. Last summer, 
the only issue of Radikal published by the “third 
generation” thusfar appeared. Nothing has been 
heard of from the project since then. The fol¬ 
lowing is a joint discussion with members of 
Radikal as well as some people involved in ‘In¬ 
terim’, a semi-legal weekly autonomist publica¬ 
tion based in Berlin. 

Interim: Radikal only appears sporadically these 
days. What situation is the publication in at the 
moment? 

Radikal: It wasn’t our intention to only appear 
once a year. One reason for that was that many 
people are no longer with the project, which is 
fallout from the wave of repression. The cops 
smashed some parts of our structure. The bad 
thing about appearing only once a year is that 
we cannot participate in current discussions. For 
example, we were well on our way towards plan¬ 
ning the next issue when NATO started bomb¬ 
ing Yugoslavia. We should have tossed every¬ 
thing and started right away on something new. 
But, as a clandestine organization, it’s not that 
easy, and changing plans takes a lot of energy. 

Interim: Is there any point in producing a maga¬ 
zine which only comes out once a year? 

Radikal: If there wasn’t hope of coming out more 
frequently, no. Because discussions are much 
more suited to other publications, like your 
project, the Interim, for example. 

Interim: But you all also had discussions about 
whether you should be a structure, a political- 
militant network, or just a radical magazine 
project. Where did these discussions lead? 

Radikal: In the direction of being more than just 
a magazine. We see ourselves as an attempt 
to network from the local level to the nationwide 
level. The perspective is to use this network for 
more than just a publication. This controversial 
discussion is an old one within the project. Partly 
because it reveals how difficult it is to build a 
discussion on a structure of information ex¬ 
change, one in which there is some degree of 
accountability. 

Interim: In the early 1990s, the organization 
debate became reduced to two poles, the spon- 
taneous-oriented autonomists, who reject inter¬ 
regional organizations, and the antifa-wing of 
the movement, which became organized in the 
AA/BO [Anti-Fascist Action/Nationwide Organi¬ 


zation]. You all are also a form of nationwide 
organization. In praxis, especially bearing in 
mind your conditions, does a nationwide or¬ 
ganization make sense? 

Radikal: There will be conditions again in the 
future, but they first must be created by the radi¬ 
cal-left, in which a nationwide organization, a 
bigger association which is not isolated, will have 
a whole other significance. Some day there 
could be a situation when the question of power 
is posed again, a situation in which the radical- 
left can win back at least some of the influence 
which it has lost. We must more politically vis¬ 
ible - this requires some form of structure, one 
which takes discussions and debates seriously. 
It all comes down to our own utopias. 

Interim: In the discussions after the wave of re¬ 
pression, many former Radikal members 
claimed that the structure existed too much in 
and of itself. Was there too much structure and 
not enough content? Or was the structure not 
well enough organized? What lessons did you 
learn from this? 

Radikal: In a recent issue of Interim, a paper 
from the “Group Y2K” was published, which 
raised the question: To what degree is/was this 
structure a social instrument? This question is 
answered by the paper itself, in so far as there’s 
nothing about that in it. A social structure was, 
for the most part, non-existent. So during the 
rebuilding phase, we will pay attention to that 
fact. Groups and small-groups often lost that, 
since they are overburdened with trying to do 
something from a position of clandestinity. We 
need structures which can start something like 
that. Failure is predetermined if you just keep 
pushing on with something that’s no longer pos¬ 
sible. We live in a society in which collective 
working and collective living projects - the 
Sprengel in Hannover, for example, or the 
Marchstrasse in Berlin [former squats - trans.] - 
in our movement are disbanding. It’s becoming 
harder to resist this trend, but we need to do 
something about that. And that goes well be¬ 
yond just organizing a magazine. 

Interim: The society has changed in the past 
few years, working conditions have changed, 
so have living conditions. The pressure to adapt 
to the social system and to function within it has 
increased at all levels, so the space for left-radi¬ 
cal politics has declined. So, what you say 
sounds both up-to-date and anachronistic at the 
same time. What’s the relationship between 
improved political structures and the changed 
social conditions? 

Radikal: So many attempts have been made to 
analyze why the radical left has lost its signifi¬ 
cance. On the one hand we hear the same thing 
over and over again: socialism, as an alterna¬ 
tive, is dead. If that’s true then there’s no point 
even struggling anymore. It’s true that pressure 
has increased, fears also. But the reason for 


that is the loss of a social backup. That’s why 
we need to concentrate on ourselves, to live in 
our own Utopias. A part of that is collectivity. So 
we don’t need to all retreat back into the facto¬ 
ries. It’s also important to examine the non-func¬ 
tioning aspects of collectivity and to deal with 
these politically. That’s true for our project, your 
project, and for ail individuals. 

Interim: But most attempts have been too shal¬ 
low. In the past, the left-radical printer was part 
of a collective, but today it might be a multime¬ 
dia professional, someone who usually works 
alone but is capable of helping out others who 
are informally active. In the past, things took a 
long time and were always done together, but 
today many people are excluded. Also, you all 
are ignoring the continued development of real- 
existing capitalism. In so far as real-existing 
socialism no longer exists as an external cor¬ 
rective, capitalism is presenting itself as the 
better model. And then there’s the dismantling 
of social security. The consequences of these 
are mirrored in the collective projects, and sim¬ 
ply replying on increased collectivity seems 
false. 

Radikal: Yes, but nothing is being done to resist 
the social dismantling. Capitalist restructuring 
is putting us under pressure. In the face of such 
a situation, we have to ask ourselves, how can 
I survive and struggle, without giving in entirely 
to this pressure? If s easier to do that in a social 
setting than alone. The Interim is of no mean¬ 
ing to people who have a forum for their discus¬ 
sions. But the meaning of it lies in the fact that 
the people involved feel a sense of satisfaction 
at producing something together, having discus¬ 
sions, debating things together, and speaking 
about changes. It only becomes frustrating when 
things collapse into arguments, splits begin to 
dominate, and people drop out, leaving just 10 
individuals to meet every four weeks to make 
the organization’s decisions. In such a situation 
ifs not possible to resist the functioning of this 
shit system, because then you stop believing 
yourself in the aspects of the newspaper project 
which reflected your image of Utopia. 

Interim: If you tell students in Berlin or Dresden, 
“join a collective, a political process, then we 
will be one step closer to a better society”, while 
it may be true, it doesn’t exactly attract people. 
Ifs too far removed from their daily experiences. 
Many people have dropped out of the radical 
left because it lost its former social atmosphere. 
Many people use that as an excuse to drop out 
of politics altogether, since the exciting days are 
over and its no longer “in” to be part of the radi¬ 
cal left. That may be true, but it also says some¬ 
thing about how attractive we are to people - or 
not. But what you all are saying is: Devote your¬ 
self to a collective, hang up posters in the after¬ 
noon, and go to a meeting at night, otherwise 
you’ll just drop out and end up discussing the 
latest war news at the kitchen table with your 
friends. As if there’s nothing in between. 

Radikal: But there are many intermediary forms 
between nothing at all and the angst impres¬ 
sion which you have described. Ifs about un- 
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derstanding collectivity as a political value again. 
The average person in the scene works 30 to 
40 hours a week, lives with a partner, meets 
old political buddies now and then in a bar, and 
so on. The trend is towards an isolated anti¬ 
collective lifestyle. And we need to ask our¬ 
selves: How can we do something about that? 
As for students in Berlin or Dresden, well, when 
we were that age, it was important to find some¬ 
thing different, to feel affirmation, togetherness, 
alternatives. Nowadays, despite all the failed 
projects, we still want our project to show an 
attractive alternative. It’s too simplistic to sim¬ 
ply say that the political conditions have become 
worse. 

Interim: Agreed. But still you have to admit that 
young people these days aren’t exactly racing 
in masses to join collectives. There are reasons 
for that. Another question is, why are youth antifa 
groups growing in numbers, but collectives are 
not? The joint resistance to the social condi¬ 
tions, beginning with the struggle against fas¬ 
cism, seems to be more attractive. It’s some¬ 
thing concrete instead of something utopian. 

Radikal: If s not about just continuing on with¬ 
out changing. But just because one thing doesn’t 
work does not mean that the opposite is right. 
The same is true with the anti-sexism discus¬ 
sion. That just turns everything over. Thats why 
the anti-patriarchal analyses weren’t wrong af¬ 
ter all. 

Interim: The realizations certainly aren't false 
just because everything around them has 
changed. But the way of dealing with it, of trans¬ 
mitting it, has to change. Ifs not the anti-patri¬ 
archal analysis which is false. But it doesn’t help 
much if you stay so stubborn and rigid while 
sexist language and conduct become routine 
once again. How can we reach other people? 
How do we convince them to adopt an anti-pa¬ 
triarchal position? Things in the scene are too 
often self-satisfied. But what sort of external in¬ 
fluence does that have? 

Radikal: Sure, we don’t wish to be like that. We 
want to have a positive influence. And many 
collectives still do. Political and personal togeth¬ 
erness, ideals. 

Interim: According to what we’ve read about you, 
however, the situation within Radikal was quite 
the opposite. You all tore yourselves to bits to 
some extent. For a long time, there wasn’t suf¬ 
ficient openness to discuss apparent mistakes, 
many things were only revealed in the investi¬ 
gation files [after the wave of repression]. That 
has nothing to do with openness, as you all have 
written yourselves. Whafs your opinion on that? 

Radikal: In future, we think there will be groups 
in various cities, which don’t just consist of one 
or two or three people, and which will carry out 
joint political work. That means preparing dis¬ 
cussions, participating in discussions, and of 
course making the magazine. And in the future 
we will pay more attention to how hierarchies 
can come about. For example between bigger 


and smaller cities. Frankfurt, Hamburg, and 
Berlin seem to rank higher than cities like 
Bamberg, Bayreuth, Castrop-Rauxel, or Winsen 
on the Luhe. Ifs easier in this country to organ¬ 
ize in the big cities. But we need to make an 
effort to reduce such hierarchies. And not to 
repeat the same mistakes. Clandestine work is 
easier in the big cities, we didn’t consider that 
enough. There, exchange and support is easier, 
so are the social and political controls. Our fu¬ 
ture structure needs to have stable support and 
a social basis. 

Interim: In their self-critique, some former 
Radikal members said that before passing on 
information was managed very broadly. Papers 
were distributed very widely, and that this fell at 
your feet. How will you manage this in the fu¬ 
ture? Division of labor, or specialists? 

Radikal: Our base is not big enough to have 
specialists. At the moment, all of us are spe¬ 
cialists. The opinion that papers went around 
too broadly has been voiced by some within the 
project. But thafs the opinion of a small faction. 
There were simply too many useless papers 
distributed. Ifs manageable if one main theme 
is chosen and others know about this. Only in 
this way can you have a discussion. Ifs not nec¬ 
essary to spread information about problems 
there are at the moment with printing, and so 
on. And you don’t need to discuss with 20 peo¬ 
ple what kind of paper to print on. Sure, on June 
13, the cops got onto our structure due to mis¬ 
takes, but it actually had more to do with just 
plain bad luck. We don’t need a discussion about 
technology. We don’t need to discuss: How can 
I change our technology so that the cops can’t 
access it? The question rather is: How do we 
deal with increased stress at the time of actual 
production? Do we insult each other? Or do we 
just spend the meeting having fun and talking 
about soccer scores? This has to do with the 
quality of a project. In order to change some¬ 
thing, you need the appropriate emotional back¬ 
ground. 

Interim: Following the repression, it wasn’t clear 
how the Radikal would continue. Then a new 
edition appeared - in line with leftist tradition, 
we could say: a new edition, Number 155, prac¬ 
tically the “third generation”. Whafs your reac¬ 
tion to this? 

Radikal: Well, first came the surprise, “ah, ifs 
still around” and “we didn’t expect to see this” 
and so on. Most people said “great that you’re 
still around” and that made us glad. But for me 
personally, that edition was not satisfactory. It 
didn’t have enough content depth. Ifs always 
frustrating how little the discussions from other 
publications, brochures, and diverse groups are 
taken up. For example, a text in the last issue 
about militancy - ifs as if no one had paid any 
attention to the discussions over the past two 
or three years concerning ‘K.O.M.I.T.E.E.’ or the 
group ‘Kabefschnittkombo’ in Frankfurt. So ifs 
no wonder there’s isolation. Now we’re in the 
phase of rebuilding. We want the project to be 
on legs that it can stand on for a long time. Until 


now, the steps backwards have been greater 
than the advances. 

Interim: Does that include the cops? 

Radikal: No, not that, we don’t have any trouble 
right now. But in this phase we considered that 
maybe ifs better if no one hears from us for a 
long time? The effect, however, would be that it 
wouldn’t be so attractive for other groups to join 
in. Or do we tell people about our condition and 
come out with a small issue in the near future? 

Interim: For a long time, people said that no one 
read Radikal anymore, and that the cops actu¬ 
ally gave the publication a lot of free publicity. 
Thafs a little polemic, but ifs partly true. That 
magazine hasn’t changed its face much since 
1986/87. And we don’t just mean the layout. The 
content doesn’t reflect the changes which have 
taken place within the radical left, for example 
the dissolution of the RAF and the RZ... 

Radikal: Thafs true. Thafs also written in the 
self-critique papers. There was a certain degree 
of numbness, both structural and in terms of 
content, which made things easier for the cops. 
Thafs why we now want to have discussions in 
our uncensored structure. We want to give 
groups like the authors of the “Y2K” paper a 
forum. The magazine should pose questions 
like: How is it possible to rebuild a counter¬ 
power? We want to have debates which look to 
the future and which take into account the 
changed conditions. For example, unemploy¬ 
ment and jobber-initiatives are back on the 
agenda these days, and the question of whether 
developments are really based on American 
conditions, and what collectivity and a social 
network mean against such a background. 

Interim: In other words, more social system 
analyses? You all have usually closely reflected 
the scene, autonomist actions, many small 
antifa communiques, debates on militancy, and 
so on. Then at some time you opened some¬ 
thing, for example the theme “Against Forget¬ 
ting” (“Gegen das Vergessen”) and computer 
discussions. In our opinions, these were the 
things which people found most interesting. 

Radikal: Part of the structure wants to move in 
that direction. “Against Forgetting” gave us some 
direction. That was the last time that Radikal 
had any great relevance. In the late 1980s, there 
was a relatively large, homogenous movement 
which called itself the “autonome scene”. This 
scene, which the Radikal depended on so much, 
isn’t around anymore. The dissolution process 
within Radikal was part of the dissolution of the 
autonome scene. So such a direction would 
mean self-isolation, a step in the wrong direc¬ 
tion. 

Interim: Some people have the impression that 
you were somewhat removed from the antifa 
movement. You took up the AA/BO [Anti-Fas¬ 
cist Action/Nationwide Organization] debates 
and the question of organizing, but these re¬ 
mained theoretical discussions. You were ac- . 
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tually much closer to the classic ‘Autonomen’. 
Is this a correct impression? 

Radikal: Yes, that’s correct 

Interim: Your closeness to the autonomist scene 
meant that you reflected things of interest to the 
radical left, for example anti-atomic actions or 
debates about the RAF. For the past few years, 
however, things have shifted towards anti-fas¬ 
cism. And as was said above, that where the 
young people are who want to be active on the 
streets. That’s where actual social confronta¬ 
tions are taking place to a large degree. Do you 
want to be nearer to what is going on? Is the 
magazine changing? 

Radikal: It can’t be ignored that the antifa move¬ 
ment still has the capacity for relatively large 
mobilizations. For many of us, anti-fascism is 
still inadequate as a theme, and we’d like to take 
up this discussion in the future. The develop¬ 
ment of the antifa struggles in many areas is a 
purely defensive strategy, and this should be 
commented on. 

Interim: Shouldn’t it be the task of the Radikal 
to take up burning political issues, like the re¬ 
cent war, and to mobilize, to make use of the 
illegal space? Mobilizing for concrete actions, 
printing building instructions for carrying out 
militant actions, and so on? And, if possible, in 
a broad manner, even if it means the issues are 
a little small? Are you discussing a move in such 
a direction? 

Radikal: As we said above, we have structural 
problems, and the fewer members we have 
makes it more difficult to react to current events. 
Our proposals are certainly moving in that di¬ 
rection, and we will certainly use our clandes¬ 
tine structure in the future to publish things which 
can’t find a place elsewhere. For example build¬ 
ing instructions, making things simple so they 
don’t require specialists. That’s always been a 
part of Radikal and we’ll continue that tradition. 
The rest will depend on our personnel, struc¬ 
tural, social, and, of course, financial (!!) re¬ 
sources. 

Interim: Will the next issue of Radikal be a 
number in which it’s still unclear how things will 
proceed, or will that be the main topic of the 
next issue? Hopefully we’ll see it in less that a 
year’s time... 

Radikal: (laughing) It will be the issue for the 
situation that the base has become bigger. 

Interim: So, the next issue will have as its aim 
the attempt to expand the project, and if that 
doesn’t work, then you won’t continue? 

Radikal: If the base doesn’t expand, then there 
can’t be many more issues, but we’re not quite 
at that point yet. So, like we always say: Live, 
Read, And Buy ‘Radikal’! 

interim: We thank you for this discussion!! 


(Source: Interim #477 - June 3, 1999; Trans¬ 
lated bv Arm The SDirit) 
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Communique From The Revolution 
ary Organization November 17th 


In a communique from us two years ago, 
in which we contrasted patriotism with Greek 
nationalism and Western racist nationalism, we 
noted that whereas in the West there is broad 
public acceptance of military interventions in the 
Third World, the roots of which lie in the rela¬ 
tively most recent examples of colonial politics, 
the same is not true in Greece. This is because 
modern Greece knows no such activities, on the 
contrary it has been the victim of such interven¬ 
tions. Less than a year later, the tragic events 
in Kosovo and the massive American and NATO 
bombing campaigns on Yugoslavia proved us 
to be right. 

Although a majority of the Greek people 
condemned the NATO bombings, as was evi¬ 
denced by opinion polls and countless activi¬ 
ties, and rejected the claims of a “humane war” 
and “human rights come before national domi- 
nance”, the public opinion in the West largely 
supported the barbaric bombing campaigns and 
saw the war as a necessity. Although the horri¬ 
ble lies and propaganda of the controlled West¬ 
ern mass media played a major role is this, nev¬ 
ertheless their goal could not have been reached 
had not the ground been prepared beforehand: 
the deep-rooted conviction that Westerners are 
higher peoples, justified in their aggression 
against pariah peoples like the Blacks, the Ko¬ 
reans, and the Vietnamese the day before yes¬ 
terday, the Arabs, the Palestinians, the Libyans, 
and the Iraqis yesterday, the Yugoslavians to¬ 
day, and the Russians and others tomorrow. 

Facts which were consciously hidden from 
the Western public opinion show the falsified 
character of the above-mentioned ideas. This 
war was supposedly fought against Milosevic, 
because he was accused of ethnic cleansing. 
And yet one participant in the aggression, con¬ 
tributing both ground forces as well as air forces, 
was Turkey, a country guilty of far worse abuses 
and genocide against the Kurdish people, not 
to mention Cyprus. 

The massive, uninterrupted air attacks, 
which lasted for 78 days, targeted a small, in¬ 
dependent, sovereign country, without any form 
of legal justification or backing from the UN 
Security Council. The destruction of the 
economy, the industrial infrastructure, the trans¬ 
portation system, the bridges, radio and TV sta¬ 
tions, hospitals, schools, markets, villages, refu¬ 
gee camps, the water and power utilities, as well 
as the deaths of thousands of non-combatants, 
these are Nazi-like crimes. This was not “collat¬ 
eral damage”, rather it was the conscious de¬ 
struction of a country and the wounding of a non- 
combatant population, the military targets were 
only secondary. 

The aim was to terrorize the population, 


wherever they were, be it in the cities, in the 
villages, on the bus, in the train, at the market, 
in the hospital. Anywhere. They were not to feel 
safe anywhere. The cynics like Blair and Cook 
often said: “We have to admit that we are at war 
with the Yugoslavian people, because it’s their 
fault that they have such leadership and haven’t 
deposed them yet." Even the Western media 
admitted that the Yugoslavian forces withdrew 
from Kosovo with few or meaningless losses. 
And this crime is made even more detestable 
when it is shown in comparison to other recent 
wars, like the war against Iraq. The total number 
of casualties among the non-combatants with 
respect to military casualties is not only higher, 
this toll is still rising even after the end of the 
war. 

These wars have their similarities, both in 
the use of weapons laced with radioactive ma¬ 
terials like unenriched uranium, which can cause 
cancer, leukemia, and miscarriages, and the 
economic catastrophe and economic embar¬ 
goes, which continue long after the war and 
cause the collapse of the heath system, which 
was is good condition before the war in both 
Iraq and Yugoslavia. This results in the outbreak 
of epidemics, due to the lack of medicines be¬ 
cause of the embargo, and a lack of basic hy¬ 
giene, causing outbreaks of infection among the 
population, especially among children. The situ¬ 
ation was so bad in Iraq that the last two direc¬ 
tors of the UN’s humanitarian missions there 
resigned in protest. The total number of victims 
of the war in Iraq is much higher than the West 
admits, and is much higher than at the end of 
the war in 1991, and the true figure is probable 
close to 1.5 million, a majority of which were 
non-combatants and children. It’s not out of line 
to compare the bombings by NATO to the ac¬ 
tivities by Hitler during the Second World War. 
It shows the level of barbarity of “Western-style 
democracy”. Not even the Nazis bombarded 
civilian populations, at least not in the first phase 
of the war against England in 1940. 

In those days, air forces did not have mod¬ 
ern computer technology, only the naked eye 
was used to select targets. The Nazis and the 
British air force, the RAF, were on relatively the 
same level. On August 12, 1940, the Nazis be¬ 
gan to bombard England. For a month, under 
the light of day, the bombed exclusively military 
targets, facing stiff resistance from the RAF, 
resulting in the loss of hundreds of planes and 
pilots. (To be sure, the British suffered similar 
losses as well.) Despite these losses, the Nazis 
targeted only military targets of the RAF, like 
radar units, runways, barracks, weapons depots, 
and so on. On August 23, the British struck back, 
and the RAF blindly bombarded Berlin in re¬ 



venge and continued for several nights. This 
continued until September 7, when the Nazis 
also started blindly bombarding English cities. 
Both sides continued this for two months. Even 
the most infamous criminals of the 20th cen¬ 
tury, the Nazis, it seems had some notion, ini¬ 
tially, of the nature of crime, and refrained from 
bombarding non-combatants. The same can¬ 
not be said of NATO. NATO bombarded Yugo¬ 
slavia, which had virtually no air force, for 78 
days. But the analogy to the Nazis does end 
here. There is a fascist danger here, one which 
is being aided by so-called democrats. But these 
political and military ideas were not concocted 
by NATO, rather they can be traced back to the 
trusted tactics of Hitler in the Sudetenland. 

Everything which took place in Kosovo for 
the past three years, before the bombings be¬ 
gan, is an exact copy. The Sudentenland was a 
province of Czechoslovakia with a German¬ 
speaking minority population. In 1933, the 
Sudeten German Party was founded, financed 
from Germany and headed by a man named 
Henlein, who had been chosen by Hitler him¬ 
self. In the elections of 1935, two thirds of the 
German minority voted for the party. In April 
1938, the party adopted a political program 
which called for autonomy for Sudetenland as 
part of a union with Czechoslovakia. The Czech 
government did not agree, despite pressure from 
France and Britain, who failed to support the 
Czech government or abide by the Lucern 
Agreement. The Sudeten German Party 
launched a wave of sabotage action and bomb¬ 
ings and began murdering Czechs, which of 
course forced Prague to respond. In early Sep¬ 
tember 1938, Czechoslovakia, alone and with¬ 
out allies, gave up. Hitler made a 180-degree 
turn and demanded the annexation of 
Sudetenland, claiming that Germany was be¬ 
ing insulted by the violence of the Czech police. 
The military annexation followed on October 1, 
1938, with the full understanding of the English 



and the French. 

In the end, just as Hitler ignored the agree¬ 
ment which he signed in Munich, where he 
pledged to respect the sovereignty of Czecho¬ 
slovakia but occupied it nonetheless, so today 
do the Americans and NATO violate their agree¬ 
ments, namely UN Resolution 1244. (Ironically, 
they claimed last year that Milosevic was not 
respecting this agreement.) Not only has the 
West failed to disarm the UCK [Kosovo Libera¬ 
tion Army -trans.], they have stirred up nation¬ 
alist violence by the Albanians and allowed the 
UCK to liquidate the remaining Serbs in Kosovo. 
Furthermore, the West is not recognizing au¬ 
tonomy for Kosovo within Yugoslavia, rather is 
forming a protectorate outside of Yugoslav con¬ 
trol, and by sending newer and stronger forces 
into southern Serbia, they don’t even recognize 
the integrity of Yugoslavia. It’s naive to expect 
someone who can destroy a country and mur¬ 
der thousands of non-combatants to keep their 
word or to abide by their signed agreements. 

The Greek government participated in 
these Nazi-like crimes against Yugoslavia. The 
PASOK [Greek Socialist Party - trans.] govern¬ 
ment did everything which NATO asked them 
to do, and allowed the NATO forces to pass 
through Greek territory on their way to march 
into and occupy Kosovo. The criminals are not 
just the pilots who actually dropped the bombs, 
rather all those who participated in the war ef¬ 
fort to allow the pilots to reach their targets with¬ 
out danger and carry out their criminal acts. 

Nothing could be sicker than to hear the 
statements from the German ambassador and 
the government spokesmen speaking of the 
human tragedy of our rocket attack last year on 
the ambassador’s residence, when the German 
government was, at the same time, participat¬ 
ing in the murder of thousands of non-combat¬ 
ants in Yugoslavia. The participation by the 
Greek government in the Kosovo war, despite 
their claims of wanting to spread peace-loving 
politics in the Balkans, clearly showed that this 
is a corrupt government, in the service of the 
Americans, because participation in the war was 
against the country’s interests, on the contrary 
to what prime minister Simitis says. Because 
when you opt for a war of splintering, division, 
and the changing of borders, you degrade your 
own position of seeking a peaceful solution 
within international law, and this complicates 
matters with the problems with Turkey. When, 
tomorrow, you try to say to Turkey that they must 
follow the law and the UN Resolutions on Cy¬ 
prus, they can turn right around and justly say: 
“What law do you mean? What did you all do in 
Bosnia? Didn’t you divide the country? Weren’t 
the Americans supposed to leave after three 
years? But they’re still there. What you all did in 
Kosovo, of course together with the rest of us, 
was trample UN Resolutions underfoot. We did 
the same in Cyprus. And maybe we’ll do the 
same in the Aegean, if you all don't behave and 
don’t give us what we want.” 

Greece has been undermined by partici¬ 
pating in this murderous, imperialist war. It was 
an abandonment of principles and a capitula¬ 
tion without conditions. The Helsinki Agreement 
which Greece agreed to recognized all of Tur¬ 
key’s demands. It’s no coincidence that this 
happened three years after the Imia dispute. 


Simitis was afraid to sign, and Pangalos said in 
an angry tone, “Greece won’t go to Dayton, be¬ 
cause it did not lose a war and it will not sign.” 
After Kosovo, Simitis and foreign minister 
Georgakis signed. Among the thousands of lies 
and deceptions in the Western mass media, we 
will point out three examples which show their 
propagandist tactics. 

The famous report by the 1,300 OSCE 
observers, which allegedly documented the 
“genocide” by Milosevic in Kosovo from Novem¬ 
ber 1998 to March 1999 and upon which the so- 
called humanitarian war was based, was not only 
not published before the bombing began, it was 
kept for secret until December, six months after 
the war ended. Why? Perhaps because Chap¬ 
ter 5 states: “The short-term and arbitrary meth¬ 
ods became a general phenomenon in Kosovo 
after the air campaign against Yugoslavia be¬ 
gan on March 24. Until that time, the Yugosla¬ 
vian military and security forces in Kosovo were 
patrolling streets and other areas which could 
be utilized by the UCK, and areas where UCK 
bases were located.” 

Now the second example. The hundreds 
of Western experts, police from the FBI, Scot¬ 
land Yard, and so on, who went to Kosovo to 
find mass graves and crematoria with the re¬ 
mains of tens of thousands of Albanians, the 
victims of Serbian ethnic cleansing propagated 
by the Western media and the American State 
Department, came up largely empty handed and 
could not distinguish between the victims of 
armed clashes between the Yugoslavian secu¬ 
rity forces and the UCK and victims of cold 
blooded murders. Because the Western radio 
and TV had played up the mass grave issue so 
much, one can imagine how much media bom¬ 
bardments we would have had to endure if they 
had actually uncovered mass graves after the 
war, since this would have justified their military 
bombardments. 

Thirdly, throughout the entire length of the 
war, Western and other quisling journalists never 
blushed when mentioning that, in contrast to 
Iraq, Kosovo is poor and without strategic im¬ 
portance, so the West’s motives were, in fact, 
pure. Today, that has been shown to be a lie. 
Kosovo is the richest area in terms of resources 
in ail of southeastern Europe, and before the 
Bosnia War was the main exporter to Europe of 
lead and zinc. All of Yugoslavia’s nickel comes 
from Kosovo, as does half of its Magnesium. 
There’s also copper, iron, and coal in Kosovo. 
So the fight for the spoils, which Greece partici¬ 
pated in, was not insignificant. As for the lack of 
strategic interests in Kosovo, the former USA 
ambassador to NATO put it best when he said: 
“Kosovo is the door to areas of the highest in¬ 
terests for the West: the Arab-lsraeli conflict, 
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Caspian region. 
Stabilization in southern Europe is of fundamen¬ 
tal importance for the defence of Western inter¬ 
ests and the reduction of dangers which come 
from the far East.” [...] 

The future looks bleak, unless the peoples 
of the West come out of their lethargy and stop 
sleeping, and there have been a few small signs 
of this. The barbarism and destruction of the 
USA and Co. is an attempt to erect an even 
stronger empire than before, making use of their 
unopposed military and economic might. This 


brings with it new colonialist intentions, which 
could be the weakness of this new empire. For 
although they can surely destroy, they can win 
military wars, but the political results of these 
wars and insignificant when compared to the 
catastrophes and slaughter. A century ago, any 
colonial power could have defeated Iraq in a 
matter of weeks. Following some battles on the 
ground, the land would have been occupied 
militarily and a friendly regime installed, one 
accepted by the people, thus resulting in pacifi¬ 
cation. But today, 10 years after the catastro¬ 
phe in Iraq, the West still maintains its economic 
embargo, coupled with periodic bombings by 
American and British planes. The leaders of the 
planet did not achieve their main political goal, 
namely the installation of a pro-American regime 
in Baghdad, instead Saddam Hussein is still in 
power. A year after the bombing of Yugoslavia 
for 78 days and the catastrophic destruction of 
the country, despite the continuing economic 
embargo and the loss of territory, Milosevic is 
still in his place, despite furious attempts by the 
West to dislodge him. Kosovo was a political 
failure, as was Bosnia, where Western forces 
should have pulled out two years ago accord¬ 
ing to the Dayton agreements, and where there 
still is not a stable pro-Western regime in place. 

Weakness was shown in Somalia, where 
some armed anti-American activities resulted 
in two dozen American soldiers dead, so the 
American empire packed up and left. And in 
Lebanon, where a single bomb attack left 
enough American soldiers dead that the Ameri¬ 
cans pulled out. So it’s no coincidence that the 
West’s highest priority today is to fight against 
“terrorism”, which is a complete joke in the wake 
of what they did in Iraq and Yugoslavia. Popular 
resistance to contemporary fascism is legal and 
legitimate. The slaughter of non-combatants and 
the systematic terrorization of peoples is true 
terrorism. Although Tomahawks and Cruise mis¬ 
siles can destroy countries, they are no match 
in the face of simple means such as pistols and 
dynamite. Proof of this is the fact that after 25 
years of actions by the Revolutionary Organi¬ 
zation November 17 and a series of just execu¬ 
tions of American military personnel and agents 
(CIA station chiefs, admirals, military attaches, 
and high-ranking officers), not simple citizens 
as the Americans lie, the American empire has 
not been able to put an end to us. 

The nature of military forces, like the USA 
and the other major nations of the West, has 
changed. For the past 50 years, these powers 
have not waged a war of defence or a patriotic 
war against aggressors, rather on the contrary 
they have attacked and more or less destroyed 
a series of countries and slaughtered non-com¬ 
batants. Their armies are not made up of peo¬ 
ple drafted to protect the home country, rather 
they are made up of professional soldiers who 
carry out murderous attacks on other peoples. 
Waging a war from 5,000m in the air is nothing 
more than an admission of their guilt. In history, 
countries have always accepted as heroes those 
who fell in patriotic wars. But there can be no 
excuse for pilots who blindly follow orders to 
coldly bombard a market full of people, ora fully 
load passenger bus, or a hospital, or a factory 
in a poor country. Such actions do not repre¬ 
sent the defence of the pilot’s home country, a 



Nor can there be any excuse for the other sol¬ 
diers who man the radars and provide other 
forms of support for such wars. 

These lords are nothing more than soldiers, 
professional killers, and everyone has the right, 
and the duty, to strike at them wherever they 
are, whenever possible. We chose to execute 
the military attache of the British embassy, 
Steven Soders. He took part last year in the plan¬ 
ning of the barbaric aerial bombardment of Yu¬ 
goslavia, and is therefore responsible for par¬ 
ticipating in that Nazi-like crime, in the murder 
of thousands of non-combatants, and the de¬ 
struction of the economy and infrastructure. We 
chose to attack a high-ranking British officer, not 
only because Britain played an active role in the 
bombing campaign - as they continue to partici¬ 
pate together with the USA in the continuing 
bombing of Iraq - but also because of the Brit¬ 
ish policies of Blair, Cook, and Robertson, not 
to mention the traditional British traits of hypoc¬ 
risy, provocation, cynicism, and the lust to at¬ 
tack, traits they share with the Americans. 

We also take responsibility for the follow¬ 
ing actions which we carried out last year: On 
March 31, we fired a rocket at the central party 
office of PASOK on the Charilaou Trikoupi 
Street. On April 3, we bombed a local PASOK 
office in Galatsiou Street. On May 5, we fired 
three rockets in Piraeu against three Western 
banks, the American bank Chase Manhattan, 
the British bank Midlan, and the French bank 
BNP. On May 8, we detonated a bomb at the 
Dutch embassy in the Lyceum Street. On May 
16, we fired a rocket into the house of the Ger¬ 
man ambassador in Chalandri. 

Revolutionary Organization November 17 
Athens - March 2000 

P.S. #1 - It is well known that shortly before the 
collapse of East Germany, the CIA managed, 
in one of its few successes of the past years, to 
get its hands on all of the Stasi’s old archives. 
The CIA has so far refused Germany’s requests 
for the files to be handed over. The reason for 
that is because they now know who all of the 
former East Germany’s agents were. There were 
Greeks among these as well, including one suc¬ 
cessful businessman in the new technology 
sector. As soon as the CIA learned that nearly 
all of his capital had come from the former East 
Germany, they visited him, took him by the ears, 
and said: “You are a thief, a minor agent. As 
gentlemen, we will make a deal, and you can 
choose. Either we convict you of espionage and 
throw you in prison for the rest of your life, a sad 
affair indeed, or we forget everything, and you 
work for us from now on. And just so that you 
don’t forget this deal, in the near future you will 
sell your business to us for the symbolic price 
of one dollar.” [...] As soon as this fellow began 
his new role, this Greek Trojan horse of Ameri¬ 
can business, the successes came one after 
another. Interviews on CNN. Praise in the Eng¬ 
lish speaking media. Capital reserves on par with 
those of major Western firms. Handshakes with 
American ambassador Burns. Cooperation with 
MIT Seminars and associations in the USA. [...] 
All of this is well known in the Balkans, but in 
Greece the people still don’t know, because the 
mass media, in the fashion of American demo¬ 
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cratic media censorship, never had the cour¬ 
age to touch the issue. How was it possible that 
someone sold nearly all their shares and yet 
won such success and has such a bright fu¬ 
ture? We hope that his real masters don’t take 
everything from him in the end in return for his 
services, and at least leave him time for his 
favorite hobby, sports, in his old age. [The man 
alluded to here is named S. Kokkalis, a Greek 
businessman with a similar career as Italy’s 
Berlusconi.] 

P.S. #2 - A few years ago, we uncovered the 
mechanisms of the security forces, namely an 
alleged list from the Stasi files of supposed 
November 17 members. This was an American 
ploy to excuse the arrests of “well known sus¬ 
pects” like Korobesis, Skyftoulis, and others. 
This conspiracy was never abandoned by its 
CIA/FBI creators, and it reappears from time to 
time. Last year, around the time Ocalan was 
betrayed, there were supposed “new develop¬ 
ments”. But when called on them to come on 
and arrest us, they backed down from their 
claims, even though we had begun new bomb¬ 
ing actions. So, following our action against the 
residence of the German ambassador in May, 
the intrigue took on a new form. The fact that 
the security forces still claim, one year later, that 
they were able to collect the blood drops of a 
wounded November 17 member after the attack 
shows that this had all been planned before¬ 
hand, and it resembles another activity by us. 
On November 2, 1991, we attacked a vehicle 
belonging to the MAT special police in front of 
the PASOK office in the Charilaou Trikoupi Street 
using the exact same means. We used a rocket 
of the same size and a comrade used the same 
type of plastic pipe launcher. This was left be¬ 
hind after the action at that time, too, as was 
planned. At that time, too, the police said that 
our members had been wounded and they be¬ 
gan searching through hospitals, although in 
reality none of us had been wounded. So they’ve 
taken one step more, going from wounded mem¬ 
bers to blood drops. They got this idea after the 
November 2,1991 action and decided to repeat 
it in the media these days. One wonders why 
the police used this intrigue. Because other that 
the attack on the PASOK office, we never used 
that method of a comrade holding a plastic pipe 
launcher. It has always been either a metal 
launcher, or a plastic launcher fixed with a timer 
which launched after we were at a safe distance, 
so it’s impossible for us to have been wounded. 

The intelligence agency says it now has a 
DNA sample of a November 17 member. But 
matching that to someone would mean testing 
the DNA of 10 million Greeks. It seems the 
Americans think the entire world is stupid or 
something. On the one hand, they claim to have 
a list of November 17 members in their hands, 
and on the other hand they have to test the DNA 
of 10 million Greeks. If a competent security 
service actually had its hands on some DNA, it 
would treat the matter differently. It would try, by 
means of some simple but secret method (like 
getting a hair sample from the suspect’s car in 
the middle of the night, for example), to match 
the DNA to that of the people on the short list of 
suspects. This would be a decisive step, be¬ 


cause then they would know for sure that the 
suspect is actually a member. Then they would 
concentrate all their efforts on that person, all 
their best agents, and thereby found out who 
the other members are and deliver a decisive 
blow against us. But this new distraction is an 
American invention with one single aim. To add 
a “scientific” dimension to the intrigue, so that 
the planned arrests can be based on the “sci¬ 
entific” DNA testing rather than confiscated Stasi 
files. Also, this manipulation of science means 
that anyone could be arbitrarily arrested, since 
no one but the agents of the security service 
could follow the discussion or confirm the test 
results. One example of this happened in the 
USA, where a DNA test led to an acquittal of a 
double murderer, for political reasons, although 
ail facts and evidence pointed to his guilt. So 
the American masters even lie to their own 
American people. Who can really believe that 
the Empire, just six months before Clinton’s visit, 
could actually have DNA and not have made 
use of it yet to strike against us, thereby risking 
an anti-American action? Is it possible that they 
want to show a frightened face, not just in 
Greece but around the world, because of a pos¬ 
sible action by November 17? Hence the post¬ 
ponement of Clinton’s visit, the screams in the 
American media, the hundreds of agents armed 
with the latest technology, and repression, traf¬ 
fic restrictions, and a ban on demonstrations in 
Athens. All of this represents a sort of honoring 
of November 17, its recognition by the Empire, 
and it shows the justness of our targets and 
activities, and it shows that what really makes it 
hurt, and what it fears the most and takes the 
most seriously, is justified popular resistance. 

(7ransiated by Arm The Spirit) 




